261.   SPEECH AT MEETING W BOMBAY
May 6, 1919
FRIENDS,
I think we need not wait for anyone. You may tell others
who come what I shall tell you.
The step we are taking on Sunday is a very important one
and involves a great responsibility. Bombay has maintained the
utmost patience during all this time and I should abuse it no
longer, I have had some anonymous letters in which the writers,
forgetting their manners, have made harsh attacks on me for doing
nothing so far about Mr, Horniman. This has not hurt me in the
least; on the contrary, I have been able to see people's love for
Mr. Horniman and I felt that I should provide expression to
their feelings. On the night following the day of Horniman's
arrest, there was a strong move to call for a strike on the next
day. Peace was maintained, however, thanks to the strenuous
efforts of some. I told those people that I would give my approval
when I was sure of one thing- You must be reading my leaflets.
In these, I have said nothing to fill anyone with frustration. We
have done much during the last ten days* In maintaining patience
all these days, we have exercised great self-control and Bombay
deserves congratulations on that. Some even level the charge that
Indians have started no agitation because Mr, Horniman was an
Englishman. But those who make such charges should know that,
if Bombay feels for Mr. Horniman, it will certainly show its feelings
at the right time. How can India ever forget a man who has
always been for freedom for everyone? And the time which I said
would come has now come, and I repeat that the step we are to
take on Sunday is a very important one. It will be a great test
for us. In anything we do now we should consider how we may
preserve peace. I am confident that no one who honours Mr.
Horniman will do anything improper. If we force anyone to close
his shop, we can have no regard for Mr. Horniman, Rather,
everyone should stop work of his own accord. Then alone can
we say that the man honours Mr. Horniman.
1 The meeting, held in the Moraqi Gokuldas Market Hall, was called by
Gaudhiji to explain how people should observe Sunday, May 11, in honour
of Horniman,